CHAPTER XLI

MARATHA CONQUEST OF MALWA AND GUZARAT

A, D. 1731 TO 1736

AT the close of the penultimate chapter I left Bajirao
planning a campaign to punish Nizam-ul-Mulk for his
conspiracy with Trimbakrao Dabhade. That wary old
soldier could expect no help from Delhi and feared to face
unaided the entire resources of the Maratha kingdom, led
by Bajirao in person. He at once sent envoys to the
Peshwa and in return for peace, offered to give him a free
passage through his dominions into Malwa and pressed
him rather to carry his arms to Delhi than to waste his
energies against a mere viceroy like himself. This advice
was eminently pleasing to the Peshwa and was similar to
that which he had himself offered to his king. In August
1731 Bajirao and Nizam-ul-Mulk agreed to give each other
a free hand. The Nizam should be at liberty to gratify
his ambitions in the south, the Peshwa in the north. After
the execution of the treaty, the latter made full preparation
for the conquest of Central India. As previously related*
the emperor had, on the rebellion of Nizam-ul-Mulk,
conferred the government of Malwa on a certain Raja
Giridhar. He was a man not only of great parts and
courage, but also a scion of a distinguished house. His
family were Nagar Brahmans of Allahabad. His father
Dayaram and his uncle Chabilaram had been the personal
attendants of Bahadur Shah's second son Azimushan during
his long viceroyalty of Bengal On Bahadur Shah's death
in 1712 Dayaram fell fighting for Azimushan. After the
latter's defeat and death, Chabilaram attached himself to